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4 area accident vic

Sy RICHARD GREEN Jr.
OF e Post and Cosktipr slad

Four Charleston residents are su-
ing Bridgestone; Firestone Ino. and
Bord for aliegediy defeciive design
of -tires and sport uiility vehicles
mvolved in two recent accidents.

Mane of the passengers suffored
| MIz-threatening injuries, but both
Fard Explorers careened off the
rpad after reavdire blowouts of
Firestone ATH tires, securding fo
the lawsaits fled recently in
Charleston County Courtwof Com-

mon Pleas.

Bridgestone/ Firestone has reeall-
od 8.5 millidn Firestone ATX, ATX
i1 ang Wiidernes§ AT tires lasi
month, The tires, standard equip-
ment on Ford Explorers and sever-
al other Ford models, have heen
linked to mwry than 160 LS. {raffic
dentls and rhore than 4480 injuries.

Cin- -Sept; -18, 1998, Elizabeth
Hetwhery g Martha Sue Cochran
were riding jn Henebery’s 1996 Ex-
plorer on Interstate 28 when a rear
tire blew tut, sending the UV into
a stand of pines, the lawsuitstates.

[

The car bounced, turneéd arcund
360 degrees and hit a tres

I June; Wyalt D. Bivoks. was
driving hig 1996 Explorer of. 1-26
with hig two smafl children ifi the
back seat, the fawgest sayso A rear
tire Hew i, and 1he SUV swerved
off the read and ‘Gver an émbank-
ment.The truck tolled over and
came to rest on & gervive road.

The lawsuits seek unspecitied ac-
tuat and punitive damapgey against
the fire snd sdto mandfactipers for
taulty prodoct design and negh-
gence for ot notifylng peophé soon-

er of prcbieim;-‘; that have been ap-
pavent since 1992,

The suits also secise Ford of
telling custofners to under-inflate
the Firestobig {ires, Which worsens.

the Mason..

the problemi” i .

Anthony Fordberg. of
Law Firm, who fled thiee suilg in
the two accidents, said Tuesday

that he did not kdow how mang

pevple have been injured i Soai
Carclina in similar combinations of
tires and vehicles, :

According to an analysis. by The
Washington Post pablished this

tims sue tire firm,

week, Ford Bxplorers have a high-
ar rate of tire-related acecidents
than other sport utility vehicles;
even when fitted with tires other
than Firesiones,

Ford says the Post analysis is
faulty because the namber of aced
dents examiped was too small to be
meaningful, They alse said aved-
dent dotabases don't always acew-
rately identify vehicles and {hat
Explorers shouldn't be compared 1o
the full range of SUVs.

Attorney General Charlie Conden
sued Bridgestone/Firestone in Aa-

gust trying o force the tire manu-
facturer to include South Carolina
eartiar in ity phased-in tire recall

The recall starts in states that
had the most reported accidents:
Californta, Texag, Arizona and
Flovida. Inthe fall; Oklaboma, Ne-
vada, Alabama, Georgis, Louisi
ana, Mississippl and Teanessee
would be he foous, Sowth Carolina
and the Test of the country would
be addréssed by 2001 i

Fiohand. Groan. B, covives. Ste. and federal

cownts, Cortaet B Al (B43) 937-8544 or at
wyreendprstandouder.conm.
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Four Charleston residents are suing Bridgestone/Firestone Inc. and Ford for allegedly defective design of tires
and sport utility vehicles involved in two recent accidents.

None of the passengers suffered life-threatening injuries, but both Ford Explorers careened off the road after
rear-tire blowouts of Firestone ATX tires, according to the lawsuits filed recently in the Charleston County
Court of Common Pleas.

Bridgestone/Firestone has recalled 6.5 million Firestone ATX, ATX Il and Wilderness AT tires last month. The
tires, standard equipment on Ford Explorers and several other Ford models, have been linked to more than
100 U.S. traffic deaths and more than 400 injuries.

On Sept. 18, 1999, Elizabeth Henebery and Martha Sue Cochran were riding in Henebery's 1996 Explorer
on Interstate 26 when a rear tire blew out, sending the SUV into a stand of pines, the lawsuit states. The car
bounced, turned around 360 degrees and hit a tree.

In June, Wyatt D. Brooks was driving his 1996 Explorer on 1-26 with his two small children in the back seat,
the lawsuit says. A rear tire blew out and the SUV swerved off the road and over an embankment. The truck
rolled over and came to rest on a service road.

The lawsuits seek unspecified actual and punitive damages against the tire and auto manufacturers for faulty
product design and negligence for not notifying people sooner of problems that have been apparent since
1992.

The suits also accuse Ford of telling customers to under-inflate the Firestone tires, which worsens the
problem.

Anthony Forsberg of the Mason Law Firm, who filed three suits in the two accidents, said Tuesday that he did
not know how many people have been injured in South Carolina in similar combinations of tires and vehicles.

According to an analysis by The Washington Post published this week, Ford Explorers have a higher rate of
tire-related accidents than other sport utility vehicles, even when fitted with tires other than Firestones.

Ford says the Post analysis is faulty because the number of accidents examined was too small to be
meaningful. They also said accident databases don't always accurately identify vehicles and that Explorers
shouldn't be compared to the full range of SUVs.

Attorney General Charlie Condon sued Bridgestone/Firestone in August trying to force the tire manufacturer
to include South Carolina earlier in its phased-in tire recall.

The recall starts in states that had the most reported accidents: California, Texas, Arizona and Florida. Inthe
fall, Oklahoma, Nevada, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee would be the focus. South
Carolina and the rest of the country would be addressed by 2001.



